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towards him. Metellus, discontented at the diminution of his triumph over
Crete, Cato, ever an enemy to those in power, calumniated Pompey, and
raised a clamour against his acts. Resentment at such conduct drove Pom*
pey to harsh measures, and impelled hmi to provide some support for his
authority. Crassus happened at that time to be distinguished for family,
wealth, and honour, but was desirous to have his power still greater. Caius
Caesar had become eminent by his eloquence and spirit, and by his promo-
tion to the consulate. Yet Pompey rose above them both. Caesar, there-
fore, being eager to acquire distinction, Crassus to increase what he had got,
and Pompey to add to Ms, and all being equally covetous of power, they
readily formed a compact to seize the government. Striving, accordingly, with
their common forces each for his own advancement, Csesar took the province
of Gaul, Crassus that of Asia, Pompey that of Spain; they had three vast
armies and thus the empire of the world was now held by these three leading
personages. Their government extended through ten years, at the expira-
tion of this period (for they had previously been kept in restraint by dread
of one another) a rivalry broke forth between Csesar and Pompey, conse-
quent on the death of Crassus among the Parthians, and that of Julia, who,
being married to Pompey, maintained a good understanding between the
son-in-law and father-in-law by; means of this matrimonial bond. But now
the power of Caesar was an object of jealousy to Pompey and the eminence
of Pompey was offensive to Csesar. The one could not bear an equal nor the
other a superior. Sad to relate, they struggled for mastery, as if the re-
sources of so great an empire would not suffice for two." *
It was particularly fortunate for Csesar that the conquest of Gaul was
completed before his enemies at Rome combined against him, and that Ver-
cingetorix was vanquished before Pompey took up arms against~him. The
meeting at Lucca and the decisions thereof had again put a great deal of
power in the hands of Pompey.
At Lucca, Caesar had been promised the consulate for the year 48,
This aim attained and supported by his victorious army, with the prestige
of his deeds and his superior intellect he could easily have overreached
Pompey, who was no statesman, Caesar would have organised the popular
party, and completed in some form or other the work of a democratic mon-
archy which had been commenced by Gracchus and had failed in the un-
skilful hands of Marius; the achievement would have been more glorious
for him if it had been accomplished without the aid of military force.
But the most enthusiastic of Pompey's partisans now adopted a high
tone. They declined to concur in any compromise or compact which in-
volved danger to the republic; and at the beginning of the year 51 they
ihrew down the gauntlet to Caesar. M. Claudius motioned for the newly
appointed consuls to be sent on the 1st of March in the year 49 to Caesar's
two vicegerencies of Cisalpine and Transalpine Gaul. The party also de-
manded Caesar's disbandment of his army and maintained that his grant
of citizen rights to the colonies which he had founded, was not legal. An
inhabitant of Novum Cpmum, a town to which Caesar had granted the latin
privilege, was struck with rods,
Caesar's followers showed the unreasonableness of these views and courses
by references to Pompey's position, and Pompey delayed doing anything or
declaring himself. The debate on the business of the nomination was fixed
for the 1st of March in the year 50. The union between Pompey and the
aristocrats became closer and closer, and the time they lost was to the advan-
tage of Caesar.